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MR. RADENBERG: Today is November 2nd, 
2001. The time is now 0526. I'm Paul 
Radenberg of the Fire Department, City of 
New York, conducting an interview with. 
CAPTAIN SICKLES: Captain Howard 
Sickles, commanding officer of EMS 


Battalion 45. 
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were going and did he want us to go to what 


location, because they were staging ambulances 
around the city. He advised me to go directly 
into the site. 

On arrival we staged at Church and 
West, and I walked down to the command post, 


which was in the first floor or the lobby level 


of the north tower of the World Trade Center. 


Chief Gombo was there with Ross Terranova, and I 
believe Chief Kowalczyk was at that point also 
there. 


q 


Things were a little confusing. They 


were trying to put an operation together. The 
windows of the north tower on the ground floor 


were blown out, were broken. I don't know if 


they were blown out, but they were most certainly 


broken. There was a lot of glass. That was 
actually how I entered; I walked through one of 
the windowpanes, or where there would have been a 
window, into the building and started going 
through the doors. 

I saw there was really no command post 


set up. It was a little haphazard. Commissioner 


Feehan was in the lobby. I asked him if there 
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were any spare command boards around. He told me 
there should be outside. Any chief car that 
pulls up should have one. 

I went outside. I believe it was the 
Division © car was just arriving. I told him I 
need his command board and I had Commissioner 
Feehan's permission. I got the command board 
from him. 

Actually as I exited the building, I 
thought somebody hit me from the back, tapped me 
on my back. I turned around and didn't see 
anything. Somebody pointed to my feet. I 
looked, and there was a body on the floor. So 
apparently he's what brushed against me, hitting 
me in the back, because it wasn't there, it was 
behind me. I had just walked there. So I knew 


that body fell. So I'm pretty lucky I wasn't hit 


then. 
I walked over to the chief's car. I 
got the command board. I walked back into the 


building, and Chief Kowalczyk said, "Let's go." 


And I took 49 Henry with me so we would have an 
ambulance crew there with us. Chief Kowalczyk 


said, "Come on, let's go. We're all out of here. 
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We're going across the street." 
We went across the street and we set up 


in what would be, I'm assuming, is Three World 


Financial Center. We were in the garage -- we 


were in the throat of the driveway. We put up 


the command board. We started drawing the 


towers, putting this all together, and we 
decided -- I told him, we need to put this all 


onto one frequency because citywide's too 


congested and we need to have a point-to-point 
frequency and a dispatcher to come to. 

I went inside. I spoke to Chief Diggs 
on the telephone. I told him what our needs 
were. He was a little argumentative. He didn't 


want to do it because of the high call volume in 


Manhattan south. I said, "You can give us any 


frequency. Manhattan south was just a 


suggestion." 


He put me on hold. I said, "I'm not 


waiting here all day." I left. I sent an EMT 
back inside to call Chief Diggs and to wait. We 
were at command post operations. We started to 
set things up. 


We sent Chief Brown to the south side 
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to the south tower to see what was going on 


there, to give us a reported. He took a package 
which included Captain Deshore and a couple of 
ambulances, and some of them were volunteers. 

Ambulance crews were showing up at the 
command post. Maimonides Medical Center showed 
up with an ambulance with a transfer truck of 


their's with a couple of paramedics on it anda 


supervisor. We sent them back to go north, and 


they ended up not taking the direction. I saw 


the ambulance later on and it was crushed but 


there was nobody in it. So that worked out well 


but they didn't listen and they didn't take 
direction. 


We were at the command post. We had 


assigned Lieutenant Medjuck along with Captain 


Olszewski was on West and I believe around Church 


Street, there on West and Vesey, at first West 


and Barclay, in that neighborhood. I don't 


remember exactly where they were, but they were 


in that neighborhood, on that side of the 
operation. 
Chief Brown was to the south. We had 


nobody on Trinity or Church that I was aware of. 
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He actually may have been around Vesey and 


Trinity -- Vesey and Church. I don't remember 


the exact location; I just know he was on the 


north side of 


Olszewski. We 


the operation with Captain 


were trying to divide it up and 


get everybody assets in order that they can 


handle. Chief 


Goldfarb was down at staging. 


We heard a rumbling. We thought it was 


another plane. 


saw the towers 


We looked up, and you actually 


just starting to roll down at you. 


You saw the building portions coming down. I 
stood there and couldn't move. I just couldn't 
move. I couldn't believe what I was looking at. 


A couple seconds later I turned around 


and started to 


go. You just saw a sea of 


humanity. Before that we were at the command 


post. Chief Nigro and Chief Ganci were behind 


me, and they just couldn't believe the human 


devastation of 
upper floors. 


because of the 


watching people jumping out of the 


They were hitting the ground and 


force of hitting the ground, they 


would break open and blood was splattering and 


body parts and 


you could see them hitting the 


ground and bouncing and parts bouncing up. 
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They were just like, "Oh, my God, oh, 


my --" and they couldn't believe the devastation; 
nobody could. Everyone was sort of standing 
there in a little bit of awe, trying to get this 


under way and just watching people jumping for 
their life. 

To go back to where I was before, 
everybody went through the building. Lieutenant 
Moore was in front of me. The building had a 
grating for water run off as it goes down so it 
doesn't go into the garage. He apparently 


tripped on that grating and fell. I was right 


behind him. I fell over Roger, and we tumbled 


maybe some 20 feet into this garage. We really 


didn't get anywhere. 


QO. That was in Three Financial Center? 

A. I believe that was Three Financial 
Center. That's where we were, just across the 
street. I'm not sure if it was three or two, 


because we were directly across from the tower. 


I'm not sure which one is directly across. It 
might have been Two World Financial Center. It 
was directly across. It may have been two. It's 


hard to tell from this map. 
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Q. Right. 
A. I don't remember whether it was the 
American Express building or two. But looking at 


it more closely, it's probably Two World 


Financial Center, right across the street, 


because we weren't very close to the pedestrian 


bridge. So I would tell you it was probably Two 


World Financial Center. I have to change that. 


I believe the garage was Two World Financial 


Center. 
QO. Okay. 
A. So we were directly across the street. 


Everybody ran into the building. And Roger and I 


fell over each other. We made it like maybe 20 
feet into the building. 


You just heard a rumbling and you heard 


things, and it got very black. You couldn't see 
anything, nothing. There was no light. I 
couldn't move my legs. I couldn't move myself. 
I really thought at one point I was dead. I 
couldn't see my hand. I couldn't think of 
anything. I was in no pain. I just really 
thought I was dead. 


It was dark. You couldn't hear 
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anything. There was no sounds. There was 
nothing. There was no sound in the background. 
There was nothing, no noise. Beforehand there 


was noise because there were fire alarms going 
off -- not fire alarms, the pass alarms from the 
SCBAs. They were going off early, because I had 
said at the command post can we shut those stupid 
things off. They were going off early. I'm sure 


they were going off when we were running down the 


hill. 


After the first collapse, it was dark, 


it was black, it was just deadly silent. I 


really thought I was dead. I started talking to 


myself, and then Roger Moore, in a couple of 
seconds, moans and tells me to "Shut up. You're 
not dead." 

So I still couldn't move, and I was 


telling him, "I can't move. I can't move." He's 


telling me he can't move. A couple of firemen 


came by, and I don't know who they are -- I 


didn't know who they were. They lifted off what 


looked like to be a desk later on, because they 


showed us with a light. They had hand lights 


with them, and it looked like to be the top of a 
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desk. They lifted that off of us and they moved 
some other debris, and I was able to get up. 


Then they helped Roger out. They told 


me just get out of the building, and I went back 


up towards West Street. I didn't go into the 
building. I told them they were coming to West 


Street, and they went into the building further. 


They figured they would come out on what would be 


North Road or -- I think it's North End, the back 


end of the building. They figured they would 


come out on North End and it would be safer. 


I went out straight. I got out of the 
building, and you couldn't walk. There was so 
much dirt, dust and debris, it looked like it was 
snowing out. It was still falling, the ash. It 


was snowing. I couldn't believe what I saw. 


What was once a command post where there were 50 


people standing, there was nothing, there was 
nobody. It was quiet. The area was dead. There 
was no noise, no noise, nobody around, nothing. 
You couldn't hear anything. 

There was a communications van from the 
Fire Department, an old Chevy van, a low top, not 


one of the big rescue looking communications 
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vehicles, and it was just dead. There was no 
noise coming out of it, nothing. Everything 
inside was gray. Everything was covered. There 
was just nothing. There was no noise. There was 
no noise on the EMS radio. There was nothing. 


It was just dead silence. 


I got my wits about myself, and I tried 


to remember wher verybody was. And then I was 


trying to call people on the radio and there was 


no response. 


A few minutes later Chief Ganci came 


walking up the street and he told me to go north. 
I said, "Where are you going?" He said, "I'm 
going south" I told him to go north, and he just 


continued south. He said, "Just go north." 


I stood there for a couple more 
minutes. I had to sort of get my wits about me. 
I started calling people on the radio. I got 
Bobby Brown on the radio, Chief Brown on the 


radio, and he was telling me that he's okay, he's 


q 


not injured badly. The building collapsed around 
him. They're trying to figure out where they 


were. I told him to go south. 


I got a hold of Bruce Medjuck, and he 
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said he was okay. I couldn't get anybody else. 
Goldfarb came up on the radio and asked 


what was going on. I said to him, "There's 


nobody at the command post. It's just me. I 
don't know where anybody is or whether anybody 


survived," because I didn't know what went on 


inside the basement of that garage. 


I got onto Manhattan south, because we 
already had the frequency. I told him we had a 
major collapse and they need to start sending 
more units; send south through the Brooklyn 


Battery Tunnel and send north units from the 


bridge and they really shouldn't go past Chambers 


until they get here. I told them twice, twice, 


because the devastation is just unbelievable. 


Before I got anywhere, I was walking up 


West Street. I just wanted to get out of there 


at that certain point. I was walking towards 


Goldfarb at Chambers. Before I could even get 


far, the second building came down. I know when 


I walked up West Street just a little bit, maybe 
just past what would have been Vesey, I really 
didn't get that much further. The second 


building came down, and I was pushed. I actually 
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flew like 40 feet. 


I was covered in debris a second 


time -- oh, no, before that happened I saw one of 


my EMTs, Pat Richiusa. I saw him on the street, 


and he told me his partner was missing. I said, 


"Go west. Just go north and let's get out of 


S 


here and we'll find her. We'll find where 
everybody is." And he disappeared. 

Then I went up West Street. The second 
collapse happened. I was knocked down. I was 
covered in debris again. Again, dark, very 
scared. Again, no flashlight with me whatsoever. 


I waited. I just sat there. I got up after the 


debris, and I started going north. I went north. 
I got up a couple of blocks, maybe just past 
Vesey, and I went towards the water. 


I saw Chief Carrasquillo there, and we 


went into the Renaissance Hotel. We set up a 
treatment area. Chief Gombo was in there, Chief 


Carrasquillo. Chief Pascale was wheezing away. 


Chief Kowalczyk I believe was there. We wer 


just trying to put things together. 
I even yelled at Chief Gombo because 


nobody was listening. I knew Bobby Brown was 
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injured. I knew where he was, and we couldn't 


find him. I knew where Bruce Medjuck was prior 


to the collapses, and we couldn't find him. 


Nobody could tell me that they found them. 
We were operating in there. Chief 


Cassano was there. We had to put him on a back 


board. We sent him off to the hospital because 
we had neck and back pain. We must have sent 
about six or eight people to the hospital from 


that point. 


Then we had to evacuate because they 


said there was a major gas leak in the area. We 


went to the water side. We went up to river end. 


We walked up to River Terrace up here somewhere, 


probably closer to Chambers. There's a nursing 


home over here or a senior residence. We went to 


use that. We couldn't use it logistically. 
We went into the school. They started 


operating in Stuyvesant High School, so it was 


around Chambers. I guess it was closer to Warren 


than Chambers, the nursing home, north terrace or 
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River Terrace, and we had to leave there. 


Actually I think it was North End, because then 


we went to River Terrace, and we had to leave 
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there. 

Chief Carrasquillo, Chief Pascale, they 
just went north. They went as far as the piers, 
and that's how we ended up taking the piers for 
the operation. 

I went up to Chambers, and from 
Chambers and West, Chief Peruggia was there. I 


ended up in the command post with Chief Peruggia, 


Chief Cruthers, and I forget the other Citywide 


Tour Commander. Butler, Chief Butler. I worked 


in the command post with them. 


It was rie because they looked like 


they got mad at me. When they were talking about 


what assets they would need because they wer 


going to go into an OEM meeting at Police 


Academy they were sending another chief down 


there to go and let them know what our concerns 
were. 

They were talking about rescue tools 
and rescue operations and DMAT teams. I said 
with a very straight face, "You need to order 
DMORT also. What's DMORT? Disaster mortuary 
response team." They looked at me like I had two 


heads. 
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I turned and I looked behind me, and I 
said, "You really need this DMORT team here. 
It's going to be more than we can handle." It 


took a couple of seconds, and then Cruthers and 


Butler agreed. They both told this guy, "Get 


that DMORT thing also." 


It was rie because I don't know if 


they didn't want to believe it, but it was very 


hard because they're theory is everybody is 


always alive until proven otherwise. You just 


didn't need any proof that there were going to be 


people dead there, just knowing the devastation. 
Operations sort of commenced. 
Then there was the funny things that 


happened by history. They didn't have any 


command board of sorts. They took a white car, 


like a fire safety car they use, the fir 


education car, the little Chevys or the little 
Fords. They wiped off the hood of the car, and 


the guy had a grease pencil and, lo and behold, 


the hood of the car became the command post. 
So wherever the hood is now -- I don't 
know where it is now, but you have to get that 


hood for the archive. I'm sure it was washed off 
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by now. But they used the hood of the car, and 
that was the command post for hours upon hours. 


When we actually moved down towards 


Vesey Street, they drove the car down towards 


Vesey Street and they used it as the command 
post. It was a command board. There's a little 
joke out of everything, but you have to have it. 


That's what we used, the hood of a car. So it's 


actually a pretty interesting thing. 
Later on, a couple of hours into this, 


Chief Peruggia turned white as a ghost. He grabs 


everybody and tells them that they found the 


Commissioner and they found Chief Ganci and they 
were both killed. We couldn't get body bags. We 
were talking to corrections, and we kept telling 
them where to bring the bags. Not hard. 

You couldn't understand why they 
couldn't figure out where it was, because there 
was no street. There were no street signs. 

There were no markings. The bridge took 
everything down, the walkway. Apparently he was 
near the walkway. I never saw him. I never got 


down there until much later on that evening. You 


couldn't do it. You just couldn't get around. 
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That night I walked around with one of 


the chiefs. I think it may have been Chief 


Butler. We went a couple of blocks in every 


direction, and you couldn't believe the 


devastation: big fire trucks crushed, ambulances 
crushed, vehicles crushed. The amount of 
devastation was just unbelievable. 

We had a fire marshal with us and they 
were marking stuff where they saw it on a map and 
trying to writing down where things were, and you 
just couldn't believe where things were and what 


they looked like. 


We went up to the third floor of the 
World Financial Center, and we had a command post 
there the first night. We were looking out over 
it, and it was amazing to see these big backhoe 


vehicles coming in to move things. You watch 


them at construction sites. But to pick up a 


step van that used to be a hazmat support unit, 


pick it up and just drop it off to the side; pick 


up what was an old EMS Chevy they're white and 
gold now -- pick up the Chevy and just drop it 
into a container truck, into a container, a 


garbage container. 
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It was amazing, the devastation that 


was there. Rescue trucks just covered. You knew 


that all these people were gone. Sitting in the 
corner of the room, the back corner, were two 
firemen. I don't know if one was an officer or 


not but there were two firemen calling companies 


and just trying to figure out who was missing and 


who was not missing, a list. They must have had 
like 500 names in the beginning. It was just 
unbelievable. 


I was collecting names of missing EMS 
people. I was just writing off the names that 


this kid had written on a list because he was 


told to give it to me. Chief Carrasquillo, Chief 


Gombo, my name was on the list, Chief Kowalczyk. 


Chief Peruggia's name was on the list. Bruce 
Medjuck's name was on the list. Karen Deshore's 
name was on the list. Roger Moore's name was on 
the list. 


Nobody knew where these people wer 


The list was long. There had to be 30 names on 


the list that he read off to me. I'm scratching 
off the names, and I realize I'm Captain Sickles. 


I wrote my own name. The guy said, "No, no, no. 
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Captain Sickles is a big fat guy. I met him once 


before." "No, no, it's me. Thank you." 


It was comical at one point, but I knew 


where most of these people were gone already. I 


knew Chief Gombo. He went up to OEM. Chief 


Carrasquillo was standing there. Chief Peruggia 


was standing there. Chief Pascale, they made her 
stay up north because she was wheezing away, but 


she was around. Chief Kowalczyk was around. We 


didn't know where Karen Deshore was for a long 
time. We didn't know where Bruce Medjuck was for 
a long time. We didn't know where a lot of 
people were for a long time. 

Chief McCracken's name was on this list 
also. We didn't know where he was for a long 


time, and he showed up. As a matter of fact, as 


I was writing the list, maybe five minutes later 
he came walking up the block. Scratched his name 


off the list. 


Then the list got smaller and smaller 


and smaller. Nobody knew who was on the New York 


Hospital ambulance, but we knew they wer 


missing. Two from Cabrini were missing. Carlos 


Lillo, we had his partner. We didn't know where 
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he was. We had Quinn's partner. We didn't know 


where he was. 


The list, very early on we were 


actually able to narrow it 


down to like ten 


names. Then we found out Karen went to New 


Jersey and Roger was in New Jersey somewhere, so 


we were able to get them off. 


We whittled it down to -- we didn't 


have on that list the person from Hunter or the 


person from metro care tha 


Einstein. We didn't have 


t was from Albert 


them on the list. We 


didn't know about them. The Hunter guy, they're 


just not in our system. We have no way of 


tracking them. 


The Albert Einstein person, I didn't 


know about that -- I wasn't doing it anymore when 


we found out. We were trying to do patient 


tracking. There was no patient tracking. It was 


very annoying. You called 


communications, and 


you just got put on hold, they couldn't help you, 


no one could do anything. 


I know hundreds and hundreds of 


patients went to hospital, 


tracking, we had no victim 


but we had no patient 


tracking. So we had 
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to start sending -- from the command post we sent 


what supervisors were available to area 


hospitals, and fire marshals, just tracking down 


firemen and EMS personnel and police officers, 
and that was their goal. 

The command post wasn't worried about 
Civilians. We couldn't track them all. There 


were just thousands of people. But they wanted 


to find out so they could identify who was 


missing from public safety. It was tough. 


So that information was hard getting it 
back and forth. There was lack of communication, 


but because radios were down. The Fire 


Department communications vehicle was down by 


City Hall originally because it couldn't get 


closer. It died. We had no command post 
vehicle. We couldn't get one in. We couldn't 


get an operational one. So they got that up and 


running, and that showed up much later on in the 


event. 

It was just hard. Anything that you 
tried to do, it was just very hard. Things 
weren't going smoothly. Things weren't going the 


way they should go. It was very hard getting 
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people up and operational. Everyone had concerns 
about everything. They were just wanting to call 
for 30 seconds. It was very, very hard. 

Some things were annoying. One guy 


walks up and says, "I have to go home. I 


volunteered for my community tours for the month. 


I don't have to stay all the time here. I want 
to go home now." I just looked at him and I 
said, "And?" 

I couldn't believe what was coming out 
of some people's mouths. It was just amazing. 
The personal toll it had on me, I don't know. I 
don't know if I was the last one to see this poor 
guy Chief Ganci was alive. How do you tell his 
wife that your husband died a hero, trying to get 
everybody to safety? 


He was with Commissioner Feehan toward 


the end. Why the two of them didn't go off toa 


command post and try at the first collapse try to 


put this back together and try to put 


organization together, the first thing this guy 


thought of was to walk further south, trying to 


get people to safety and figure out what was 


going on. 
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I saw him -- I don't know what was 


going through his mind, but it was perceived as 
he was just looking to get people to a safe area. 


How do you tell that to somebody? People don't 


understand that. I think I'm the last one to see 


this poor guy alive, and he was killed. P| 

PO I don't know the condition of Chief 
Ganci, but I understand he was pretty much in the 
same condition. 

It's just amazing the amount of 
devastation. When you look at this day after 
day, it's amazing. I don't know what else to 
say. 


Later on my missing personnel -- I told 


you earlier I saw Pat on the street and he told 


me his partner was missing. When we got to the 


River Terrace, she was standing there. 


Everybody's gray because they were all covered in 


soot. She was clean. She was clean. She was 


absolutely clean. That was striking. 


Walking up Vesey when we went to the 


North End when we went to the Renaissance Hotel, 


I saw my command car. The vehicle next to it was 


no windows, no nothing. I said, "Dan --" my car 
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was clean. There was dust. The vehicles on the 
other side of it, nothing, clean. I couldn't 


understand. Was there a wall that just stopped 


It was just pretty funny. You walk up 


and you -- and that's why my car was stolen. 


what's his nc, rs 


H 


was there for 24 hours. I want to go home. I 


have no way of getting home. 


Oh, 844 is up at staging. Po 


I was on site for 25 hours. I had to 
see this devastation, what was going on. When 


you walk away, there were some funny stories. 


But this girl was absolutely clean. Laura was 
<2 she clung to 
me. I couldn't get her off of me. I put her in 


an ambulance, a Cabrini truck, I think it was, 
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and I sent her to the piers furt 
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ther north. 


At a later point I act 


tually hooked 


up -- when I had a chance to call the station, 
the first thing I said is "Have we heard from 


Richiusa or Seibert? Did they get back 


together?" "They're her They're together. 

The truck has a broken window." "I don't give a 
flip about the truck. Are they alive?" "Pat has 
a knee injury. He's cut up, but he's okay." All 


That was it. 


right. 


I was happy. I didn't lose anybody 


from here. Everybody got out safe. A lot of my 


people showed up. There was one of my guys that 


was on jury duty, Smith. I turned around, and I 
don't know what time he arrived ther we wer 
at the command post -- and there he is in 
uniform. "I'm here, Cap, ready to help out. 


What have you got for me?" "Aren't you on jury 


duty?" "I got canceled" "Oh, good." That's how 


he found out about this; he was in the car on the 
way home. 

It's just amazing what goes through 
there: 


your head when you were "Why are you 


here? You're on jury duty. It was amazing. 
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I'm standing here looking at this map, 
and it's not here anymore. It's just not there. 
It's just amazing. 

Unless you have anything else. That 
was it. This was the first two or three hours 
that I was there. 


QO. I just need to make some notes on the 


map itself. When you went into Manhattan after 


the first crash, once you got closer downtown, do 


you remember what route you took to actually get 
down to the incident? 

A. I think we came across Chambers. I 
think Vesey was the first staging area. I don't 


remember if Vesey was the first staging area. I 


don't remember if Chambers-- it had to be Vesey. 


Where's Stuyvesant High School? 


Q. Stuyvesant is off the map. 

A. Stuyvesant is up here by Chambers? 
QO. Further north, yeah. 

A. So the first staging area was up by 


Chambers. When I arrived I walked from Chambers 


down to the Trade Center. No, where is the 


Renaissance Hotel? The Renaissance Hotel is off 


of Vesey. The Renaissance Hotel is off of Vesey. 
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QO. Yeah, Vesey and North End. 

A. The first staging -- 

QO. The movie theater? 

A. Right. The first staging was somewhere 
around Vesey. Here's the Renaissance Hotel. The 
first staging was somewhere around Vesey. Howie 


Hahn dropped me off at Vesey and West, and I 


walked up to the north tower, where I met Chief 


Gombo. Then we went across the street, which 
would be Two World Financial Center, and we 


evacuated that. So I was over there. 


Arriving on the scene we came down 


Chambers to Vesey. That's how we arrived on the 


scene. We came out of the Midtown Tunnel, we 


came downtown, we zigzagged a little bit around 


traffic, and we came across Chambers. 


Q. Okay. Do you remember the second plane 
striking the tower? 


A. I don't know if we were on the scene. 


I believe that's when we were inside this tower, 
and that's when we evacuated this tower and went 
outside. 

Q. And Lieutenant Medjuck and Captain 


Olszewski? 
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They were on Vesey. I don't know if 


they wer 
Q. 


A. 


over here by Vesey and West. 
This is actually West Broadway. 


West Broadway. I don't know if they 


were by West Broadway or they were by Church, but 


they were in this neighborhood. 


Q. 


A. 


Right. 


I tend to believe they were closer to 


West Broadway than Church. Actually I left it at 


home. I have all my notes from the first day and 


the days coming. I have it in one reporter pad. 


I left it home by accident. They were over her 


They wer 
Q. 
comments ? 


A. 


on Vesey in this neighborhood. 


Okay. Any other thoughts or opinions, 


No. 


MR. RADENBERG: The time is now 0557, 


and the interview is concluded. 


